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Dr. Roger Allen is the Sascha Jane Patterson 
Harvie Professor of Social Thought and Comparative 
Ethics and Professor of Arabic and Comparative 
Literature at the University of Pennsylvania. A 
renowned translator and interpreter of contemporary 
Arabic literature, he was elected President of the 
Middle East Studies Association in 2009.  Among his 
numerous books are An Introduction to Arabic Litera-
ture (2000), The Arabic Literary Heritage (1998), and 
The Arabic Novel (1995).

“In scope, documentation, analysis and argument [An 
Introduction to Arabic Literature] is a masterpiece.” - 
Journal of Arabic Literature.
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